
Advice for master’s journalism students creating a blog for their project in lieu of 
thesis: 

• Organization is key. 

o My advice is to buy a physical calendar that you can carry around with you or 
use a calendar program that you can access instantly on your smart phone.  
Not only will you want to keep clear track of appointments, interviews etc. but 
you should also keep track of your research days and the days you will not be 
working on the project. 

• Plan ahead. 

o This, too, ties into being organized.  You should set daily, weekly and 
monthly goals for yourself.  Your calendar will help you stay on track 
throughout the course of your project.  Plan, ahead of time, when you will be 
publishing blog posts so that you’ll never go too long between blog posts. 

• Brainstorm and outline before writing a blog post.  Work out any kinks before you 
write! 

o Too many times I thought I had a great idea for a blog post, started writing 
and halfway through had to stop because I ran into logistical or technical 
problems with my post idea.  Plan out as much as you possibly can before you 
start writing a post. 

• Schedule three interviews for every one you intend to use. 

o There is no such thing, as far as I’m concerned, as conducting too many 
interviews or doing too much research.   You never know when or where an 
interview will lead you.  An interview you scheduled relating to one blog post 
may end up working perfectly for another post.  Furthermore, interviews can 
be tough to schedule, so… 

• Be persistent, but not pushy, when scheduling interviews. 

o Don’t let a possible interview slip away because of a lack of communication 
between you and the interview subject.  If your interview subject requires a 
middleman/woman to schedule the interview, visit that middleman/woman in 
person if possible.  Don’t leave without a date for your interview, if at all 
possible. 

• Buy hardy gear.  Learn how to use it before you use it. 

o If you’re buying a camera, video camera, audio recorder or any other gear for 
your project, think utilitarian, not fancy.  Journalists travel and must be ready 
to capture spontaneous events.  This simply means you’ll want gear that will 
survive your car ride and that will be quick and easy to set up and break down.  
Check customer reviews before buying gear and don’t be afraid to buy used. 



• Be extra polite and extra kind to your sources. 

o Realize that anyone giving you information for your blog is likely going out 
of his/her way to do so.  The friendlier and more respectful you are, the more 
likely he/she will be to help you.  Smile and laugh at jokes, even if they aren’t 
funny. 

• Unify your online presence. 

o You’re going to want people to recognize your blog (think: your brand) 
quickly and without much thought.  This means that your Twitter, Reddit, 
StumbleUpon etc. handles should all be the same and should match your blog 
title.   

 


