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Using Multimedia 

 One of my favorite aspects of Run Gainesville is its use of various forms of 

media.  Throughout the semester, I incorporated text, photography, video, audio and 

digital art in the blog.  I tried to follow the best practices for each form of media I used.  

For example, I realized, quite early in the process that the photos I was using were very 

large and high quality, much more so than was really needed for a clear picture.  

Adjusting the photo size, albeit a basic skill, allowed the pictures on my blog to load 

faster and also allowed me to more easily load and manipulate the photos within 

WordPress.  I was also careful to follow the rule of thirds for photography – something I 

preach to my Writing for Mass Communications students. 

 When shooting video, I tried to shoot in the same light as the subject I was 

actually capturing, and I made sure to pan slower than I would have normally thought to.  

I resisted the urge to get “zoom-happy.”  I also learned that a tripod can be a 

videographer’s best friend, as I at times had to improvise in order to be able to reliably 

shoot video of myself.  Along with shooting video, I tried to capture audio in as 

distraction-free an environment as possible.  Often this would mean having to re-shoot or 

capture an entire segment when a car would pass by mid-sentence.  I believe the post 

entitled “The 2011 Tom Walker Memorial Half Marathon” was, to some degree, a 

culmination of the skills I learned and honed throughout the semester.  I am proud of the 



pictures I took of the event, the audio I captured of my interview with Carmen Pedroso 

and the concise and in-focus video I shot of the important moments of the race. 


